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him to feel that, in the natural course of human life, the

succession was secured for many years to come.

V

When in April 1930 the Maharaja set sail for Europe, he
was little better than an invalid. A long and persistent
attack of gout had kept him to his own rooms in the
Palace, and when the duties of his position obliged him to
venture out, it was in a wheeled chair or at most a motor-
car. The first news from Paris was not encouraging, but
he gradually improved in health.

Meanwhile the chain of events begun with the appoint-
ment of the Statutory Commission under the Govern-
ment of India Act 1919 was lengthening. It had been
decided that after the issue of the report of the Commis-
sion, which was published in June 1930, there should be
held in London a Round Table Conference for representa-
tives both of British India and the States to confer with
His Majesty's Ministers in London, and if possible to
arrive at an agreed constitution. It will be recalled that
under the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms a Chamber of
Princes,1 where the States could co-ordinate their policy
and exchange views on their relations with one another
and with British India, was established.2 The Maharaja of
Baroda, in common with his brother Princes of Hyderabad
and Mysore, had hitherto shown but a lukewarm interest
in this new body. It seemed to him to be unreal. The
subjects of discussion were usually too trivial to be worth
a journey to Delhi,3 and the grandiose idea of a co-
ordinated policy vis-a-vis one another and British India
seemed to fade away into insignificant detail. The
Government of India filled most of the allotted places

1  The Indian name is 'Narendra Mandai*.

2  Montagu-Chelmsford Report, para, 306.

3  Letter to Jamsaheb, Selected "Letters, vol. iii, No. 1508, p. 965, dated 21.9.
1917; also letter to the Maharaja of Bikancr, No. 1512, p. 967, dated 30,9.1917.